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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TAIPEI 02095 140810Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO FMC-01 L-03 COME-OO CIAE-00 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-06 SS-15 NSC-05 /062 W 

141126Z 066490/22 

R 140802Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3177 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TAIPEI 2095 

TOKYO FOR MARITIME ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEWT, TW 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ROC DISCRIMINATION AGAINST U.S. VESSELS 
REF: (A) STATE 081715, (B) TAIPEI 1869 

1 . COPY OF Y.F. WONG LETTER BEING POUCHED PER 
INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL (A). 

2. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT CHINA MERCHANTS STEAM 
NAVIGATION COMPANY (GROC OWNED) IS PREPARING 
WHITE PAPER. 

3. GROC OFFICIALS HAVE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HINTED 
THAT CHIEF REASON U.S. CARRIERS ARE NOT USED MORE 
OFTEN IS SIMPLE FACT THAT RATES ARE NON-COMPETITIVE. 
ACCORDINGLY. EMBASSY IS CONVEYING IDEA TO GROC THAT 
IF TRUE. IT WILL POSE NO PRACTICAL THREAT TO CHINESE 
SHIPPING INTERESTS FOR GROC TO INCLUDE U.S. BOTTOMS 
ON LIST OF THOSE ELIGIBLE TO CARRY COTTON FROM EAST 
COAST-GULF STATES TO TAIWAN. 
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